
	  
 
It was great meeting you and your family at Scholar Search!   
 
Whether it was at our booth, our presentations, or one of our demonstration sessions, we have compiled the 
information, tools, and lesson plans we shared throughout the event for your use.  Please share this link with other 
families or educators who may find the information helpful. 
 
In addition, please consider joining us at one or more upcoming event(s): 
 
Tuesdays, November 22, and 29; and December 6, and 13 
9:30AM-10:30AM: Tours on Tuesdays 
See The Grayson School in action! During this hourlong tour, you’ll have the chance to ask questions about our 
program and curriculum, student life, and more.  Visit our calendar to register for any Tour. 
 
Saturday, January 7 
10:00AM-12 noon: Enrichment Center Open House 
Learn more about The Enrichment Center’s winter classes for K-6th grades, including Introduction to Magic: The 
Gathering and Build your own Computer. You’ll get a chance to meet class teachers and our Director of Enrichment, 
and ask any questions you might have. Tours of the building will be provided on request.  Register here. 
 
12 noon-1:30PM: Gifted Speaker Series event with Michael Postma, PhD 
Dr. Postma, a member of the SENG board of directors, is a writer and consultant specializing in the education and 
well-being of twice exceptional and intellectually gifted students and their families. Free and open to the 
public.  Register here. 
 
Thursday, February 9 
9:30AM-11:30AM: Open House 
Come learn about the first all-day program in the state of Pennsylvania specifically tailored to meet the needs of 
gifted learners. Take a tour of our building, ask questions, and meet our students and teachers.  Register here. 
 
If you would like to learn more about The Grayson School but can’t commit to an event, please visit our website for 
information on admissions, academics, and our community: http://thegraysonschool.org/ or call me with questions 
or to arrange a Tour that meets your schedule. 
 
I look forward to seeing you again soon! 
 
 

 

Susan Pedersen 
Admissions Associate and Community Liaison 
The Grayson School 
35 N. Malin Rd. 
Broomall, PA  19008 
(484) 428-3241 
spedersen@thegraysonschool.org 
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High-ability learners may already know 40-50% of what will be taught in the 
upcoming school year.  

• For these students, seeking intellectual stimulation can feel like repeatedly trying to fit into 
a wrong-sized shoe, while still maintaining expectations for success.  Eventually, the 
wrong-sized shoe approach can lead to intellectual disengagement – as their learning 
environment is “not a good fit.” 

• Source: “Leaving Talent on the Table: How the United States Leaves High-Ability 
Students Behind,” testimony before the U. S. Senate by Dr. Sally Reis, Ph.D., Principal 
Researcher at the National Research Center on the Gifted and Talented.  

 
What is Disengagement? 

• The action or process of withdrawing from involvement in a particular activity, situation 
or group. 

• Manifests in underachievement, or simply, a discrepancy between ability and 
achievement 

• While “underacheivement can be difficult to define or measure, it can result in a acquired 
form of “self-sabotage,”  or “motivational paralysis” in your child losing the capacity 
to motivate themselves that can become a vicious circle: 

 



 
How to Avoid Disengagement:  ENGAGE!   

• ENGAGE their minds 
• ENGAGE their passions 
• ENGAGE their curiosity 

 
 

Early intervention is important, as disengagement can have negative intellectual, 
emotional and social effects on children 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
https://www.pinterest.com/thrively/thrively-infographics/ 
Source:  Thrively.com, January 30,2014 
 
 
 



 
 
Changing Attitudes and Perceptions 

• Can be your biggest challenge, especially with a strong-willed child. 
• Design interventions and necessary changes based on the characteristics of the high 

achieving student. 
• An individualized approach: 

o Self-paced 
o Independent learning in areas of interest 
o Seek extracurriculars for self esteem and confidence 

 
 
A 1992 study considered 6 key influential factors in reversing underachievement: 

• Long-standing out-of-school interests. 
• Parents who support these interests, but place responsibility on the student. 
• Academics that help provide opportunities for individualization and relevance. 
• Students who develop personally motivating goals. 
• Teachers who care for the student as an individual, and provide high, yet realistic 

expectations. 
• Student self-reflection on factors relating to their underachievement 

 
The Achievement-Orientation Model from Del Siegle and Betsy McCoach (A Grayson Research 
Advisory Board member) from Uconn and the National Center for Research on the Gifted and 
Talented.  
 
The Achieving Student: 
 

 
 
 

Self-‐Ef'icacy	  

Environmental	  
Perceptions	  

Meaningfulness	  

Self-‐Regulation	  



 
 
Working in concert with each other, these make up characteristics of the achieving 
student. 
 
 
Self-Efficacy:  The perception that they have the ability to do well – it means their confidence in 
the own ability to perform the task. 

• Achieving students have high academic self-perceptions 
o Portfolios 
o Revising work and projects 
o Specific compliments 
o Failure=lack of effort, poor choices on their part 
o AVOID:  praise for easy work, sympathy after poor performance 

 
 
Environmental Perceptions:  The belief that they are “set up” for success and not going to be 
undermined by things out of their control (teachers with stereotypes or racial preferences, etc.) . 

• Achieving students trust their academic environment 
o Minority students, in particular, may feel disenfranchised 
o AVOID:  “giftedness” as a stigma 
o Underachievement may be a coping strategy 

• Source:  J. Ritchotte, L. Rubenstein, and F. Murry (2015) “reversing the 
Underachievement of Gifted Middle School Students:  Lessons From Another Field.”  
Gifted Child Today. Volume 28, No. 2, pp. 102-113 

 
Meaningfulness 

• Achieving students believe school will lead to desired outcomes. 
• Motivation to complete tasks stems from the attainment value, utility value, and 

intrinsic value associated with the task. 
• How tasks relate to future goals – what’s the long-term benefit reward? 

• Source:  Linda J. Emerick, “Academic Underachievement Among the Gifted:  Students’ 
Perceptions of Factors that Reverse the Patter.” Gifted Child Quarterly, Vol. 36, No. 3, 1992 
 

Self-Regulation 
• Achieving students must have both choice and control. 

• Gifted students need an academically challenging curriculum early and throughout 
their school careers. 

• Provide direct instruction in skills in the authentic context of classwork and 
projects. 

 
Tools You Can Use To Increase Engagement 

• Joseph Renzulli has published a selection of “Interest-A-Lyzer” templates that you can use 
to identify and engage your child’s interests.  Here are links to a few samples: 

 
www.prufrock.com/assets/clientpages/pdfs/sem_web_resources/interest-a-lyzer.pdf 
 
www.prufrock.com/Assets/ClientPages/pdfs/SEM_Web_Resources/Secondary%20Interes
t-A-Lyzer.pdf 
 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/267373715_The_Interest-A-Lyzer 


